


SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION

FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO 
OF KENTUCKY VENUES 

This past year has truly displayed the perseverance of the Kentucky   
Venues team and our industry as a whole. Environmental concerns in 2021 
represented another unpredictable and challenging problem as supply chain, 
labor shortages, and COVID variants impacted all aspects of our society. These 
challenges have taught us what it really means to collaborate and create 
innovative solutions that exceed the expectations of our customers. 

Our vision to produce shows of public importance and empower every client to 
have a successful event was evident at all levels of our agency and recognized 
by numerous awards and accreditations. When I hear from clients about 
frontline staff stepping outside their job role to ensure the property is clean 
or office staff joining admission and ticketing teams to expand service hours, 
it makes me confident that we can meet any challenge head-on. Teamwork 
and communication continue to be critical components in our strategy for 
organizational success. 

Using this approach, our facilities are proud to have hosted and produced 
some of the country’s largest trade shows and events this year. The success  
of these events proves they can be done safely and also are still important  
for many businesses. From small restaurants to large hotels, we have  
received appreciation for our efforts to reignite the tourism, events, and  
entertainment industry.

As we set our sights on 2022, we are working with our clients, employees,  
and partners to create a desirable workplace culture, maintain a relevant 
portfolio of events and achieve strategic imperatives essential to growing  
the Commonwealth’s reputation and economy. We invite you to visit the  
show  floor and see firsthand how in-person events are transforming  
Kentucky  one handshake at a time.

Best Regards,

David S. Beck
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KENTUCKY
STATE FAIR 

BOARD

Working with Kentucky Venues over 
the past 5 years has been a truly wonderful 

experience. From the executive team, to sales, to 
the onsite execution team, Kentucky Venues has always  

outperformed our expectations. The team is always responsive 
and makes things happen in real time. We look forward to the future  

and many years working closely with the entire group at 
Kentucky Venues.

TFN Camps and Clinics



LARGE-SCALE EVENTS MAKE TRIUMPHANT RETURN

Trade shows are back in a major way! The Utility Expo’s 
record-breaking event was the largest trade show since the  
pandemic began. The demolition of Cardinal Stadium allowed 
the show to expand its outdoor footprint and offer more than 
1.4 million square feet of exhibit space, making it the largest 
event in North America by exhibit space.

Right on the heels of The Utility Expo’s success, another  
top-tier trade show, the Equip Exposition (formerly  
GIE+EXPO), returned to Louisville for the 40th year. The show  
drew nearly 24,000 attendees, an increase from 2019. 
Education sessions saw a 47% increase demonstrating the 
desire for hands-on learning content that can’t be  
replicated by virtual events. The Equip Exposition is the sixth 
largest trade show in the country.

If the success of these top 10 trade shows is any indication, 
the events and meeting industry is eager to return to large 
scale in-person shows.

LOUDER THAN LIFE ROCK FESTIVAL 

Louder than Life was a rocking success with 160,000 fans 
attending the four-day festival for another record-breaking 
year, cementing its title as the largest rock festival in  
America. More than 98% of those attending brought either 
vaccination cards or a negative COVID test. Louder Than 
Life was able to offer rapid tests to remaining attendees, 
showcasing how music festivals can balance rock-and-roll 
while protecting public health and safety. Along with 70 
musical acts, Metallica brought the rock with two unique 
sets celebrating the 30th anniversary of the legendary Black 
Album and creating  an unforgettable weekend for all those 
in attendance. The 2021 festival is nominated for Pollstar’s 
Global ‘Music Festival of the Year’ award, one of the top 
accomplishments in the global music industry.
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NOTABLE
SHOWS

ALUMINUM USA EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE

Aluminum USA held their annual exhibition and conference  
at the Kentucky International Convention Center this 
September and were impressed with not only the high 
level of service, but also the renovated facility. The event 
required modern meeting rooms and large pre-function 
space with diverse capabilities. Aluminum USA displayed 
technical presentations and enabled discussion around 
the unprecedented changes in the industry from global 
production, to supply chain and demand. From start to finish, 
the organizers described their experience at the downtown 
convention center as flawless, helping them pull off a 
successful 2021 conference.

NISC MEMBER INFORMATION CONFERENCE

The National Information Solutions Cooperative (NISC) 
Member Information Conference made their first trip to the 
Kentucky International Convention Center during 2021 and 
were so satisfied with the experience they will be back in 2025. 
NISC previously met in St. Louis, their long term home base 
before deciding to rotate venues. Due to the central location 
and modern conveniences of KICC, Louisville was selected 
as their first new city. Despite the unique challenges of the 
pandemic, NISC had strong attendance, with more than  
100 learning  sessions and a successful show.

To have a world class event, you need 
world class partners. And that is what we 

have with Kentucky Venues. Their dedicated staff 
and inspired leadership have exceeded our expectations 

in every instance. They understand the needs of event producers 
and have proven themselves to be trusted and reliable partners. 

We look forward to growing this relationship and 
producing even more events on this wonderful property.

Danny Wimmer Presents



NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW 

The National Farm Machinery Show was not held in 2021. Due 
to increasing COVID-19 numbers, Kentucky Venues made the 
decision to postpone the event until 2022. The health and 
safety of guests, team members and exhibitors continues to be 
our highest priority. The 56th National Farm Machinery Show will 
return with new seminars, the most comprehensive display of 
ag equipment, services and technology in February 16-19, 2022. 

CHAMPIONSHIP TRACTOR PULL

The 53rd Championship Tractor Pull will return in February 2022 
after postponing in 2021. Held in conjunction with the farm 
show, the Championship Tractor Pull draws more than 70,000 
fans in person and online from across the globe to watch  
action-packed classes pull over the course of four days.

KENTUCKY STATE FAIR

The 117th Kentucky State Fair celebrated a successful year of 
bringing together Kentuckians, with all 120 counties represented, 
to enjoy 11-days of concerts, agriculture, animals, education and 
more. General entries were welcomed back at the Fair this year. 
There were 13,485 general entries, with categories ranging from 
culinary to crafts. Livestock competitors filled the West Wing, 
Hall and Pavilion with 7,389 entries. FFA and 4-H participants 
contributed 6,828 entries which were displayed in the South 
Wing. In total, there were more than 27,000 entries.

Highlights from this year’s Kentucky State Fair include the 
first ever Sensory Friendly Morning for those with sensory 
processing differences, a record-breaking largest pumpkin as 
well as a record-breaking Championship Ham at the Kentucky 
Country Ham Breakfast Charity Auction.

      With more than 440,000 fairgoers, the Kentucky State Fair 
            exceeded expectations despite the pandemic and 
                  saw an increase in revenue. 

Bowl Expo 2021 was hosted at 
the Kentucky International Convention 

Center in June. The experience at the facility 
was wonderful. Customer service was excellent, very 

quick responses from my event manager and catering 
manager, and everyone at the facility was very 

accommodating. It was a partnership with the team 
and KICC to help create a successful event! 

Bowling Proprietors Association of America
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IN-HOUSE
EVENTS

WORLD’S CHAMPIONSHIP HORSE SHOW

Held in conjunction with the Kentucky State Fair, 
the 118th World’s Championship Horse Show is 
recognized as the most prestigious Saddlebred show 
in the world. Two thousand horses competed for Grand 
Champion titles and more than $1 million in awards culminating 
in “Bourbon Select” owned by Julia Tiller of Macon, GA and 
trained by rider Robert Gardiner of Harrodsburg, KY being 
crowned the 2021 Five-Gaited World’s Grand Champion.

NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK 
EXPOSITION (NAILE)

The North American International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) 
drew more than 25,000 entries with competitors, exhibitors and 
attendees from 48 states and Canada. The North American 
Championship Rodeo, held in conjunction with NAILE, saw near-
sellout crowds with record-breaking attendance.

NAILE is the world’s largest purebred livestock show and is 
considered a major livestock event. The exhibitors and animals 
that win at NAILE are the top of their respective breeds. Included 
are national collegiate and youth livestock judging contests, 
competition within ten livestock divisions and livestock sales.

NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO

The Great Lakes Circuit Finals Rodeo saw the highest 
attendance in 10 years with more than 25,100 paid 
ticket holders enjoying the three performances in 
Freedom Hall. Ticket sales increased by nearly 
20% over 2019’s event with Thursday night 
seeing a 111% increase. Pent-up demand 
and increased weekend attendance 
helped propel the North American 
Championship Rodeo to a 
record-breaking year.



FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS

The Kentucky Exposition Center and the Kentucky International 
Convention Center are some of the largest state-owned 
buildings and also key drivers of major events in Kentucky. With 
the focus of exceeding customer expectations, both facilities 
have continued to make enhancements that benefit clients as 
well as the guests. 

•  The Kentucky Exposition Center completed renovations to 
the Highlands Festival Grounds and Lot C to enhance the 
greenspace. More than 63 football fields worth of dirt were 
excavated from the Highlands Festival Grounds and used to 
level Lot C, allowing improved parking and more usable exhibit 
space. The festival grounds now have electrical, water and  
IT fiber.

•  KEC entrance gates one and six renovations are complete, 
featuring new wayfinding signage along with the latest 
technology. Large vehicles can access all ten lanes at gate 
one and all four lanes at gate six, increasing throughput  
by 25%. 

•  Two new meeting rooms were created in the North Wing of 
KEC and are being utilized for signature and other  
large events.

•  Brand new roofing was installed across large sections of the 
property replacing previously hail-damaged areas. 

•  The Kentucky International Convention Center invested in 
additional security enhancements including exterior lighting 
within 3rd street.

•  Chair-rails were installed within meeting rooms to maintain the 
visual standard and clean space for clients. 

•  Roofing was replaced on the east side of KICC protecting the 
equipment and items within the building from adverse weather.

STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES

Kentucky Venues exists to produce shows of public importance 
and empower every client to have a successful event. Through 
this effort, the Commonwealth benefits economically and those 
living within the state experience memorable moments at our 
properties. Our strategic imperatives enable us to attain our 
goals for 2022 and beyond.

    • Aggressively pursue and retain hosted events.
          • Invest in facility initiatives that drive economics.
                • Produce profitable events.
                      • Promote and support the agricultural community.
                            • Attract, grow and retain talent.

The Kentucky Exposition Center 
has been our home for over 40 years. It is

flexible and large enough for the Equip Exposition 
to bring new ideas to the show. As the 6th largest trade 

show in the United States, we require large outdoor 
demonstration space along with expansive indoor meeting 

and exhibition space. The facility is unique among trade show venues 
and allows us to show off real-world uses and capabilities of our 

industry’s products. The space exactly aligns with our industry needs.

Equip Exposition (formerly GIE+EXPO)
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STRIVE
SUCCEED
IMPROVE

AWARD-WINNING VENUES AND TEAM

The Kentucky Exposition Center and the  
 Kentucky International Convention Center continue  
 to be recognized as best-in-class facilities, with both  
 being named as Centers of Excellence by Exhibitor  
 Magazine. Small, medium and large convention centers 
 were invited to apply, then evaluated based on the facility, 
functionality, location, accommodations, service, execution, 
expansion, upgrades, awards and industry participation. 

The Kentucky International Convention Center won two 
additional awards, cementing its place as one of the 
top convention centers in the country. The Stella Awards, 
which recognizes organizations that consistently deliver 
quality service and innovation, selected the downtown 
convention center as their Gold Winner for the Best 
Convention Center in the Midwest. Additionally, the Kentucky 
International Convention Center won its second consecutive 
ConventionSouth’s Annual Readers’ Choice Awards.

Shawn Hensler, the Executive Director of Safety and Security 
at Kentucky Venues, won the Recognition of Service Excellence 
(ROSE) Award in the Event Services category this year. The ROSE 
Awards celebrate those in Louisville who positively enhance a 
visitor’s experience during their stay. Shawn always looks for 
new ways to improve both safety and guest experience at both 
of our venues.

David S. Beck, President and CEO of Kentucky Venues, was 
honored as the 2021 Distinguished Rural Kentuckian   
at the 75th Annual Meeting of Kentucky Electric  
 Cooperatives for his many years of agriculture  
 leadership. At the ceremony, Kentucky Venues  
 was recognized for growing agri-tourism and  
 improving relationships between rural and  
 urban areas. The award is the highest  
 honor bestowed by Kentucky’s  
 electric cooperatives



2021 marked the 52nd 
SRN and we are happy to 
say that it also marked the 27th 
time that Louisville has hosted the 
event. I can say without hesitation 
that the National Street Rod Association 
has found a “home” for the annual Street 
Rod Nationals. KEC has kept pace with our 
needs and is always responsive to our requests. 
The NSRA is looking forward to many more Street 
Rod Nationals and a continued presence at KEC.

Street Rod Nationals 
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FINANCIAL
REPORT
Fiscal Year 2020-2021*

The Kentucky Exposition Center 
is a facility like no other with large and 

flexible space both indoors and out. The 
facility staff has been a big part of The Utility 

Expo’s success, with a “get it done” attitude and 
sincere desire to help our show grow while 
also providing our exhibitors a strong ROI. 

Best-in-class partners like Louisville 
Tourism and Kentucky Venues 

make both the facility and 
city a place we’re proud 

to call home.

The Utility Expo

OPERATING REVENUES
Charges for Services $10,333,332 
Lease Income $2,263,802 
Other Operating Income** $20,770,499 

Total Operating Revenues $33,367,633

OPERATING EXPENSES
General & Administrative $4,746,250 
Operating   $25,107,254 
Direct Cost of Events $3,604,286 
Interest Expense $760,856 

Total Operating Expenses   $34,218,646 
Net Income From Operations*** ($851,013)

NET INCOME RESULTS
Net Income (Before Audit Adjustments) ($851,013)
Transfer from Commonwealth’s 
     Capital Projects $30,094,112 
Contributed Property (Kentucky Kingdom) $1,153,934 
Less: Depreciation, Loss on Asset Disposals, 
     Pension Liability Adjustments ($23,180,077)

             Net Income $7,216,956

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Capital projects are long-term investments, major  maintenance 
or rehabilitation projects for existing facilities. These, in some 
cases, are on-going projects that carryforward  year over year 
until completion.

KADF FUNDED PROJECTS 
Gate 1 and 6 Remodel $7,500,000
Freedom Hall Make-Up Ring  $1,500,000
North Wing Mezzanine 
     Meeting Room Renovation  $350,000  
 
FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
KICC East Side Roof Replacement  $4,100,000
Festival Ground Improvements  $4,000,000
KEC Paving Projects  $3,900,000
KEC Roof Replacement  $3,250,000
KICC 3rd Street Lighting Replacement  $805,000
Downtown Garage Elevator Replacement  $400,000  

Grand Total $25,805,000

*** Source of data is the Kentucky State Fair Board audit 
*** report through fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.

*** Other Operating Income includes $19.3 million 
*** transferred from the Commonwealth General Fund.

*** Net Income (Loss) from Operations before 
*** audit adjustments for depreciation, loss 
*** on asset disposals and pension 
*** liability adjustments.
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